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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 


HISTORICAL DIVISION TRANSFERRED TO ARMY 
MEDICAL LIBRARY 


The Historical Division of the Surgeon General’s Office has 
reached a point in its work on the History of the Medical Depart- 
ment in World War II when its functions have been administra- 
tively determined to be more properly a division of the Army Medi- 
cal Library than of the Surgeon General’s Office. In order that the 
entire responsibilities of the Commandant, Colonel Joseph H. 
McNinch, may be contained within one organization, the Historical 
Division has been transferred to and made a division of the Library 
effective 26 January 1947. 


This unit was set up in August 1941 under the direction of 
Colonel Albert G. Love to write a history of Medical Department 
activities in World War II. When completed the history will be 
issued in eight or more volumes covering the administrative, opera- 
tional, clinical, and technical aspects of the Army Medical Depart- 
ment’s wartime service in all theatres of operation. The Medical 
Department has a tradition in historical writing dating back to the 
time of the Civil War and was one of the first departments of the 
Army to undertake this type of publication. 


v CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULE AND SUBJECT 
AUTHORITY LIST 


The number of inquiries the Library is receiving on its Classi- 
fication Schedule and Subject Authority List is evidence of the wide 
interest in the Library’s undertakings. 


The AML Classification, developed by a committee of 
librarians and doctors who are specialists in medicine and its related 
sciences, was made available to the Library last summer. The Com- 
mittee decided that the classification would not be distributed until 
after a tryout period of one year. The schedules have therefore 
been duplicated for local use only. The Library began to apply the 
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classification on 1 October 1946 and is pleased to report progress in 
its application. Although not available for general distribution, the 
schedule may be examined at the Library. 


The Subject Authority File is being compiled but will not be 
ready for publication for some time. In the meantime both AML 
subject headings and classification numbers appear on the medical 
series of Library of Congress printed cards which originate in this 
Library, and are available for distribution. Subscriptions for the 
series and all inquiries regarding these cards should be addressed to 
the Card Division of the Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 


/ COLONEL GARDNER RECEIVES NEW ASSIGNMENT 


Colonel Leon L. Gardner, M. C., formerly Commandant of the 
Army Medical Library has received an assignment in the Physical 
Standards Division, Disposition and Retirement Branch of the Sur- 
geon General’s Office. Colonel Gardner served as Director and 
later as Commandant of the Army Medical Library from Septem- 
ber 1945 through December 1946. He has seen active service in 
both world wars. His duties before coming to the Library included 
service in the China-Burma-India Theatre and command of a gen- 
eral hospital in France. He is a former director of Army Affairs of 
the American Red Cross. 


BILLINGS CLUB MEETING 


Mr. Francis Sommer, special Consultant in Oriental languages 
to the Army Medical Library, History of Medicine Division, Cleve- 
land, gave an interesting talk on the Library’s Oriental manuscripts 
to the members of the John Shaw Billings Club on Tuesday, January 
14, 1947, in the Allen Memorial Library. 


This collection of manuscripts now contains 94 Arabic, sup- 
plemented by 29 Persian, 9 Turkish, 4 Singhalese, and 1 Hebrew 
manuscript. 


The Billings Club was organized in March 1944 by a group of 
prominent Cleveland physicians interested in becoming acquainted 
with the Library’s large collection of rare and early medical works 
temporarily housed in the Allen Memorial Library Building. 


Dr. Howard Dittrick, an Honorary Consultant to the Army 
Medical Library, was elected Chairman of the Billings Club for the 
coming year. 
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CENTRAL MEDICAL LIBRARY BUREAU 


Mr. Geoffrey Edwards, General Secretary of the Royal Society 
of Medicine, has sent to the Library a report on the first years work 
of the Society’s Central Medical Library Bureau. This bureau was 
established in December 1945 through a four-year grant of the 
Rockefeller Foundation of New York of £61,725. It’s object is to 
acquire and distribute microfilms of German medical periodicals of 


* the war years to British and continental medical libraries. Mr. 


Edwards has visited many libraries on the continent for materials 
and to estimate needs. With the assistance of the Library of Con- 
gress Mission periodical files were located in Vienna. Thomson- 
Houston microfilm readers have been bought for a number of Euro- 
pean libraries. 


SURGEON GENERAL’S REFERENCE LIBRARY 
TRANSFERRED TO ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Administration of the reference library physically located in 
the Office Service Division of The Surgeon General’s Office was 
transferred to the Army Medical Library 26 January 1947. This 
library has been maintained as a reference service for medical offi- 
cers. A large percentage of its holdings of about 1500 volumes were 
on permanent loan from the Army Medical Library. It includes 
medical reference works, legal statutes, and annual reports of the 
Surgeon General from 1868 to the present. 


VISITORS 


Recent visitors to the Library include Miss Phyllis Krige of the 
University of Witwatersrand Medical School, Johannesburg, South 
Africa; Dr. Milton Luz of Bahia, Brazil; Dr. Fermin Vélez of 
Caracas, Venezuela; and Dr. Eli Davis, Deputy Director of the 
Rothschild-Hadassah University Hospital, Palestine. 

Dr. Bolivar Patifia Arca, Professor de Histologia de la Facultad 
de Medicine, Avenida Trau, Lima, the largest medical library in 
Peru was also among the visitors. 

Recent visitors to the History of Medicine Division in Cleve- 
land included the following: 

Dr. A. Morgan Jones, of Manchester, England. 

L. Marguerite Prime, Nora S. Thompson, Elizabeth Petty 
Shaw, and Eleanor H. Nedwick; all from the Library and Depart- 
ment of Literary Research of the American College of Surgeons in 
Chicago. 
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Dr. John L. Caughey, Jr., Assistant Dean of the School of 
Medicine of Western Reserve University, who brought the members 
of his class with him. 


Dr. Arne Barkhuus, Senior Medical Officer, Trusteeship De- 
partment, United Nations, visited the Library on a three-day study 
of health reports of non-self governing territories of the world. 


The Document section placed at his disposal reports which car- 
ried him from Trinidad and St. Lucia in the Caribbean to Zanzibar 
and Mozambique in Africa; from Jahore, Hongkong, and Sarawak 
in the Far East to the Solomon Islands and Samoa in the South 
Pacific. 


Dr. Barkhuus made arrangements to have additional and sub- 
sequent reports microfilmed and sent to Lake Success. 


THE TOUCHSTONE OF COMPLEXIONS—1633 


Much unusual advice is to be found in Lievens Lemmens’ book 
entitled THE TOUCHSTONE OF COMPLEXIONS: Expedient 
and profitable for all such as bee desirous and carefull of their bodily 


health: Containing most ready tokens, whereby every one may per- 
fectly try, and thorowly know, as well the exact state, habit, disposi- 
tion, and constitution of his body outwardly; as also the inclinations, 
affections, motions, and desires of his minde inwardly. London, 
Machael Sparke, 1633. 


“Washing of the head, although many greatly misselike not, 
yet doe I counsell none to use it. For it weakeneth the Scull and 
Brainepan, and maketh it at every small cold and blast of 
winde, subject to distillations and Catarrhes. But to wash the 
feet in a decoction of Bay leaves, Rosemary and Fenell, I greatly 
disallow not: for it turneth away from the head vapours and 
fumes dimming and overcasting the minde.” 


“By experience and daily proofe it is found true, that Agalecus 
(commonly called Lignum Aloes) being either used in perfume, 
or smelled unto with the nose, hath a marveilous vertue to cor- 
roborate the Braine, and refresh the Sences: insomuch that being 
stamped, pulverized, and mingled with some Cloves, and the 
bone of a Ravens heart, and then all mixed with Oyle of 
Nigella, hath such soveraigne vertue in strengthening and com- 
forting the Braine, that if the head of a Cocke be therewith 
anoynted, he will crow continually without any ceasing.” 











